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To The Secretary
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From : IKR - Thomas L. Hughes*t‘i

Subject: Iew Directions in the Maghreb
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.

Diplomatic activity in the Maghreb has quickened since the successful i

visit in January of Algerian President Houari Boumediene to Morocco. “Non-
alignment” is again the watchword in Horocco and Algeria--although not yet in
Tunisia or Libya. While this new climate may place some limits on Soviet
influence, it can also have significant drawbacks for the US. But the enhanced
stability it provides an area important to US interests may be worth the risks.

llew Mood in the iazhreb. The “Yoroccan-Algerian rapprochement has been the

major agent of change.l Apparently determined to live up to the friendship
treaty they signed in January, Morocco and Algeria have now signed a financial

accord. 3oth have been seeking to promote a Maghreb swmit to bring Tunisia

and Libya into line. The advent of a new administration in Washington, the
ixon—-de Gaulle télks, and the suggestion of Spanish Foreign Minister Castiella
that the Mediterranean be cleared of both the US and Soviet fleets have
contributed to an atiosphere of international ferment that has affected the

mood in the Maghreb.

Horocco Searching for Hew Partners. Since France suspended a good part

3
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of its aid following the Ben Barka affair in late 1965, Morocco has been

seeking more diplomatic latitude. The June 1967 war in the Middle East--and

1See Intelligence liote 42, "Boumediene's Visit to iforocco: A Yew Lra in
Moroccan-Algerian nclatlons,” January 24, 1969
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protracteda US delays in honoring a commitment in 1267 to supply $14 million
in arms--induced ilorocco to seek a more neutralist coloraticen in its diploriac
Oune result has been a gradual warming in ilorocco's relations with the USSR,
reflected in increased trade anc¢ econoniic assistance. The loroccans are now

oviet President Nikolal Podgorny in April in

w“

looking forward to a visit by
the hope of obtaining more economic assistance for tuelr new five-year plan.
Moroccan Foreign tlinister Almed Laraki has also expressed interest in a
'""Mediterranean pact' that he apparently sees as growing out of the Castiella
proposal. At the same tiwme, the lMoroccans have been probing for an invitatic

for King Hassan to visit Washington.

Algeria Seeking Alternctives. Algeria is also trying to avoid too great

a dependence on either of its major aid donors--France or the USSR. Stung by
Western criticism of increasing Algerian dependence on the USSR, Doumediene
has tioved to demonstrate his independence by bettering relations with his
conservative neighboms. To draw a rein on the Soviets, the Algerians have
sought more French military assistance amd have agreed to a visit by French
Toreign Minlster Debre in ilay. They, as well as the Moroccans, are now
preparing to receive Podgorny and probably hbpe this will Lielp keep the
French on their toes. To keep both countries in line they have hinted at an
iuproveiient in relations with the US and have recently received a private
delegation of Americans interested in increased trade.

Tunisia and Libya Xore Cautigus. Tunisia and Libya have bcen less

quick to respond to thesc new currents. Tuunisia fears, uorcover, that (lperia
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and Movocco iay be trying to impose a new pottern on the Maghreb. In Jaoi

E
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the Tunisians obtained sowme prowising results in talks with the Algericns o
aconoiilc cooperation. Later, liowever, the Algerians attewpted to force
through a guick border settlesent, with the predictable result that the

Tunisians dug in their heels. Doth Tunisia and Libya have been seeking uone-

theless to broaden their diplomatic options. Tunisia has been .oving ahead on

its rapprociewent with France.! Libya, having recently siguzd a frieundshir

treaty wizh Algeria, is scheduling visits for the spring by Crown Prince

iiassan al-Rida to its :ilaghreb neighbors and to France.

+

Tuplicaticns for the US. The move towards 'non-aligmuent” resulting

from the !Moroccan-ilgerian rapprochenent may have more lumediate drawback:
for thez US than for the USSR. Although liorocco apparently interprets the

raw relaticnship as calling for wore soviet and neutrallst influence in its

foreign policy, Algeria has wot shorn a - corrvesponding intervest in noving

closer to the US or other Vestera countries. Domwmediene has recently brauded
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not the Soviet TFlect—--zs "Jangercus'
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constitutes & sigunificant coraitment Lo sta

vivalrias and suspicicns and in which the US retains important interests,
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Tiee Intelligence dote 51, "Tranco-Tunisian Rapprochenent: Interests
Convergiag,' Tebruary 14, 1969 . ' i ki
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